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We defend human rights and place the principle of non-discrimination at the heart of 

politics. We want everyone to have a chance to find their place in society and to realize 

themselves to the full. We are building a society that is defined by freedom and held 

together by love. We want to take these goals to the parliament – to the rooms of power 

where what is important gets defined. 

 

We want to bring the question of what kind of society we want to build together back into 

politics. The goal of the Feminist Party is a society where everyone has an equal opportunity 

with everyone else to realize themselves to the fullest extent, free from assumptions based 

on sex, skin color or ethnicity and regardless of sexual orientation, ability, class, conviction, 

age or nationality. 

 

In the election platform of the Feminist Party we present 100 means with which the 

non-discriminating Finland of the 2020s is built. Together we can make society more equal if 

we just put achieving equality as the most important goal in politics. Equality is not a 

marginal issue that can be placed last on the agenda, it must be the basis of all politics. By 

building a society that is good for everyone, we increase the well-being of all. 

 

You can read all our goals in our party platform approved in 2016. 

 



 

Part 1 

Our most important themes in elections: human security, 

non-discrimination and climate change 

 

The parliament to be elected in 2019 will have an important role in deciding what kind of a 

future it will build for the youngest members of our society. Decisions made or not made 

now will have far-reaching consequences. Global warming must be stopped and the action 

that task requires must be taken now – the time to reach the turning point is only 12 years. 

What's at stake isn't only the future of our environment, but the building blocks of our 

entire well-being. 

 

Climate change is an issue of human security. It threatens the island nations sinking into the 

ocean as well as the Nordic welfare states, and demands that societies quickly adapt to 

extreme weather phenomena as well as poverty, migration and the disappearance of 

livelihoods. In a situation like that, the fulfillment of human rights and the fair distribution of 

resources threatens to become a subject of controversy that will shake us even harder than 

climate change. 

 

That is why we have to build bridges. We must look after everyone's human rights, welfare 

and participation. We need to prepare for a significant increase in human distress and the 

need for aid internationally. We must dare to challenge the current economic system and 

search for ways to build a new sustainable society. We need to show that the society in the 

2020s will be built together. That is why our most important themes are human security, 

non-discrimination and stopping climate change. 

 

1st goal: Human security means protecting people 

The right to security and protection belongs to everyone – that is why security is primarily 

about protecting people. The perspective on security should be changed in a direction 

where it is not defined by militarism or nationalism. Feminist security policy puts human 

security at the center of the concept of security both in Finland and internationally. 

 

 

 



 

Human security means freedom to live without violence or the threat of violence, but it also 

means fulfilling basic human needs such as the need for food, shelter, clean water, and 

medical care. Many people live under conditions of violence, insecurity, poverty, illnesses, 

environmental problems and natural disasters. A shared characteristic of both armed 

conflicts and natural disasters is that they threaten above all the safety of people. For 

example, the rise in the number of refugees worldwide is a consequence of both armed 

conflicts as well as natural disasters and climate change. 

 

 We want a society where everyone can move freely in public spaces and feel that they are 

safe. No one should need to fear that they will be subjected to violence in their own home 

or on the street, or that they will be stopped by law enforcement because of their skin color 

or assumed origin. Everyone has to be able to express their gender or genderlessness freely. 

No one's sense of security should be threatened by the fear that society will reject them 

because of begging or homelessness. Security is not created by increasing camera 

surveillance or the number of police officers and security guards, but rather by overcoming 

social injustice and tackling inequality, as well as by reducing the difference between real 

and experienced insecurity both in Finland and internationally. 

 

We propose the following actions to strengthen human security both in Finland and 

internationally: 

 

1. Human security to the forefront of security policy. Shift the focus from armed 

defense of territories towards a broader concept of security, so that we can better 

prepare for crises and new societal threats. For example, averting climate change 

should be a central part of Finland's security policy. 
2. End violence against women. Make Finland the safest country for women in Europe 

by the year 2030. Implement a structural reform that creates permanent, expert and 

well resourced support services on national as well as provincial and municipal 

levels. Establish an independent position of rapporteur on violence against women. 

The reform will be funded from the state budget to ensure good operating 

conditions for the actors. End mediation procedures for domestic violence cases. 

3. Renew the sexual offences act. Renew sex crime legislation to respect the right to 

self-determination so that the specific criteria for rape is the lack of consent, in 

which case also intercourse without consent with an incapacitated or disabled 

person is always rape, not sexual abuse. Remove the section on the sexual abuse of 

children and define it as rape in the future. Improve the victim's standing in the legal 

process, expand services for victims of sex crimes to the national level and bring 

 



 

them into the sphere of stable funding from the state. Expand the definition of the 

criminal offence of sexual harassment to include verbal harassment. 

4. Support for victims of human trafficking. Improve the legal protection and 

safeguarding of victims of human trafficking. Revoke the section in the Aliens Act 

that states a foreigner can be removed from the country if they are suspected of 

selling sexual services. Reserve funding for the safe and supported housing for 

victims of human trafficking. 

5. Trans Act now! Reform the Trans Act to respect self-determination and to be based 

on human rights. Compose a goal-oriented plan of action that continues over terms 

of government, in order to further and protect the human rights of gender 

minorities. In connection with the reform of the Trans Act, enact the health care 

reforms required to guarantee that necessary psychosocial and medical care is easily 

accessible and based on the needs of the person experiencing gender dysphoria. 

Enable hormone blockers that postpone puberty based on individual need. 

6. Intervene in hate crimes. Add hate crimes against gender and disability as a basis for 

increased punishment in the Criminal Code. Change the Associations Act to prohibit 

organized racism, and the Criminal Code to make participation in such activity as well 

as the display of known hate symbols a punishable offence. Find the means to 

prevent hate crimes, to intervene in hate speech and to recognize the hate motive in 

crimes more often than before. 

7. Intervene in ethnic profiling. Require the police to cease the practice of stopping 

people as part of immigration control and thematic operation controls that target 

vulnerable groups and increase the risk of discriminatory behaviour. Find the means 

to more effectively intervene in discriminatory practices in the activities of the 

private security sector, as well. 

8. End harassment and bullying. Draft a national program to prevent and intervene in 

work discrimination, bullying, sexual and non-sexual harassment in the workplace, 

schools and online. Online harassment of reporters, politicians and other active 

members of society has increased and is a serious problem for democracy. Increase 

the training of the police on online harassment, and strengthen criminal 

investigations of harassment with sufficient resources. 

9. Strong civil society. Protect the conditions of democracy by listening to civil 

societies, supporting non-governmental organizations and actively defending the 

rights of different groups of people both in Finland and internationally. Recognize 

the rise of hate speech and racism and the growing restrictions on civil societies in 

different parts of Europe as significant security threats that require prevention and 

rapid reaction. 

 



 

10. Protect all people. Finland should not be part of international treaties and policies 

that threaten people's lives and security. Demand the return of rescue operations to 

the Mediterranean Sea, stop the forced deportations of people, and put an end to 

arms exports to countries at war. 

2nd goal: A non-discriminatory society for all 

The Feminist Party has a vision of a society that is for all of us. People have to be able to 

lead equal lives and have equal opportunities to take part in all areas of social life 

throughout life. But this can’t happen as long as part of humans are discriminated against 

because of their background or personal characteristics. Hence we want to place the 

principle of non-discrimination at the heart of politics.  

Equality is Participation 

The feminist approach to discrimination is based on the idea that human lives are defined by 

intersecting relations of power. Most of us are privileged in some ways and not privileged in 

others. The various types of discrimination should be identified in order to implement 

human rights and legal security for all. 

 

11. More youth participation. Reduce the age for voting and standing as a candidate to 

16. Strengthen youth participation and possibilities to influence politics, schools, 

official matters and judicial systems. 

12. Establish the post of ombudsman for elderly people. The tasks of the ombudsman 

would include improving the situation of old people, monitoring the quality of 

services and bringing the problems to light. 

13. Strengthen digital participation. We need to ensure that elderly persons and people 

with physical and sensory disabilities have access to digital services, not only to 

public web services but also to online environments and applications used at the 

workplace, in schools and in early childhood education and care. 

14. More linguistic diversity. Public services must be more available in multiple 

languages, and accessible as necessary in both national languages, Sami and Romani, 

speech interpretation and plain language, Finnish and Finland-Swedish Sign 

Language as well as with various methods and senses. 

15. Ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. The lifelong, essential aid and 

assistance services of people with disabilities should not be put out to tender. A 

person with disabilities should have the right to choose their own residence and 

living arrangements. People with disabilities and others in need must get all 

necessary personal assistance, as well as the right to decide how it is provided. We 

 



 

have to make sure that homeschooling for persons with sensory deprivations is 

accessible, and must ensure a high standard of training for the Rehabilitation 

Counsellors for the Visually Impaired. A cross-administrative key project to promote 

accessibility needs to be launched, included with making public transport services 

accessible, and the Transport Services Act functional, for citizens with severe 

functional impairments, too. Produce a disability policy statement with the 

participation of people with disabilities and disability organisations. Good-quality 

aids and equipment and rehabilitation services need to be secured, and guide dogs 

classified as medical rehabilitation equipment. 

16. Support national minorities. Commit to establishing a Saami Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission. Ratify the ILO 169 convention to protect indigenous 

peoples’ rights. Secure the rights and culture of indigenous people and national 

minorities. Support the revival of minority languages – the three Sami languages, 

Romani and the Karelian language. Ensure access to health care services with the 

support of staff with relevant language skills. Intervene in hate crimes more 

ambitiously and support the minority cultures’ participation in political processes. 

17. Dismantle structural racism. Racism based on institutional practices and conducted 

through legislation must be intervened with by bringing it to light and correcting the 

distortions of power. We need to dismantle the barriers people experience due to 

skin colour, ethnicity and origin. 

18. Tackle discrimination in recruitment. The labour market is divided not only by 

gender, but by ethnicity and functional ability as well. Women, people with 

disabilities and racialized people often suffer from lower wages and worse working 

conditions. Working terms are the worst for women born abroad, people without 

papers and people with disabilities. Discrimination in work can be tackled with 

anonymous hiring in municipalities, regions and state administration, and by actively 

developing other means to advance equality in employment. Groups that are 

under-represented and discriminated against in work need positive action to 

increase their chance of getting a job. In order to tackle the inequality of wages, 

working conditions and career opportunities, we need to reinforce the monitoring 

and the obligatory nature of equality and non-discrimination planning in 

municipalities and the state. 

19. Strengthen LGBTI parental rights. Family policy must apply to all families, not just 

the heterosexual nuclear family. Ensure the right to confirm more than two parents, 

and change the legislation that discriminates against same-sex parents. 

20. Make impact assessment compulsory. The impact assessment on people and groups 

of people has to be compulsory and cover gender impact as well as the impact on 

equality, human rights and children. 

 



 

Make gender equality a reality 

Women and different gender minorities are still less well off than men financially, at work 

and in daily life. Our society is still built on assumptions based on gender. We want to 

challenge these assumptions and change the structures that stand in the way of equality. 

 

21. Reform the Equality Act. Equalize the regulations of the Equality Act to apply to all 

genders, and remove the discrepancies that weaken the position of gender 

minorities. Promote actual equality by expanding the principle of lawful positive 

action. Increase pay transparency by allowing staff representatives wider access to 

earnings payment data as part of the pay survey. Ensure that the Ombudsman for 

Equality has adequate funding to supervise compliance with the Equality Act. 

22. The Government Action Plan for Gender Equality must continue. The Government 

must launch an action plan for gender equality and commit to promoting equality in 

the Government Programme, in the budget process and in all essential reforms. An 

equality report needs to be made during the next parliamentary term. Strengthen 

the knowledge base of decision-making and the interaction between research and 

policy-making. 

23. Equal pay now. Create an equality fund to even out the pay gaps between sectors. 

Continue the Equal Pay Programme and research options to introduce a certification 

system to guarantee equal pay for equivalent work in different sectors. Support 

municipal employers in the promotion of equal pay and impose sanctions to make 

promoting equal pay more obligatory. 

24. Raise the pensions. The majority of poor pensioners are women whose small 

pension is the result of years of care at home. Raise the smallest pensions so no-one 

is forced to live below the poverty line. 

25. Equal parental leave. It is necessary to reform the family leave system in order to 

share caring responsibilities and improve the position of women in the labour 

market. Fathers still use only 1 to 3 percent of parental leaves, a number that hasn’t 

changed since 1995. Family leave needs to be reformed according to the 9+9 model 

of parental leave. This is a gender neutral model, and in families with two parents it 

divides parental leave to two flexible parts of 9 months. The model guarantees both 

parents the right to an equally long parental leave, but both can give up to 3 months 

of their leave to the other parent. In one parent families the amount of parental 

leave is 18 months. A part of the leave can also be given to grandparents or the 

other parents of a multi-parent family. The reform extends the overall length of 

parental leave. The expenses would be covered in part by a raise in health insurance 

 



 

contributions, and in part by removing the accruing holiday entitlement during 

parental leave. A family leave reform with equally divided caring responsibility could 

also include the removal of Home Care Allowance, and replacing it with a flexible 

care leave that could be used at least up to school age. A flexible care leave would 

make it possible for both parents to stay at home according to the needs of the child. 

In the context of these changes we need to make special efforts to improve the 

position of women in the labour market, since long episodes of home care often 

have the unemployment or hard low-wage work of the mother behind them. The 

family leave costs to employers are evened out between sectors dominated by 

women and men by collecting health insurance contributions equally from all 

employers. 

26. Equality in business. Require listed companies to adhere to gender quotas and to 

encourage diversity in the composition of the board of directors. Support innovative 

organisations, employee-run and social businesses and sustainable, environmentally 

friendly practices. 

27. Reform the Personal Identity Code. Introduce a third legal gender and 

gender-neutral personal identity codes. 

28. Secure the right to self-determination for intersex children. Prohibit the non-urgent 

and medically unnecessary treatment of intersex children’s bodies. Train child health 

clinics and health and education professionals to recognize and understand 

intersexuality better. 

29. Strengthen sexual and reproductive health and rights. Change the Abortion Act so 

that abortion is available on request for everyone who is pregnant. Enhance the 

autonomy of childfree individuals by lowering the age limit for permanent birth 

control, sterilization, to 25 years. The Act on Assisted Fertility Treatments should be 

reformed to prevent the unequal treatment of self-sustaining women and female 

couples in the public sector health and compensation practices of assisted fertility 

treatment with donated gametes. 

30. Gender-neutral conscription. Military service should be voluntary. End the call-up, 

and transform national defence into a system that allows everyone regardless of 

gender to choose their form of service, or to refuse it without punishment, in 

accordance with their conviction. 

 

 

 



 

3rd Goal: Climate change needs to be stopped now 

Stopping climate change requires fundamental reforms, especially in rich countries like 

Finland. At the core of feminist climate politics is solidarity for those who are most strongly 

affected by climate change. Often times this means the ones in the most vulnerable 

position, like indigenous peoples and the poverty-stricken. Globally, the majority of poor 

people are girls and women, who on the other hand have a lot of know-how that should be 

utilized more. Actions demanded by climate change require economic reforms as well. The 

reforms must progress through a fair transition, so that people in more economically 

vulnerable positions won’t carry a relatively heavier burden from the adaptation measures 

than the more affluent. We want to see a world where the use of natural resources is based 

on global economic and social justice, where the prerequisites of life, clean water and 

energy, are equally available to all. The society of the future is a sustainable society where 

we do not consume more resources than what our planet is able to produce. 

 

31. 1.5 degrees - cut emissions now. Adhere to the Paris Agreement and other 

international climate agreements. Take measures to limit global warming to 1,5 

degrees in accordance with the latest scientific information. Raise Finland’s 2030 

emission reduction target to 80 percent in comparison to the year 1990. Increase the 

capacity of carbon sinks and storages in the 2020s. By 2030, the carbon sinks in the 

land use sector - meaning forests, agricultural land and swamps - will be grown to at 

least 35 percent in comparison to the average of the years 2000–2009. By the year 

2030, the net sink must be at least 40 million tons. Draft a plan for transforming 

Finland’s net emissions into the negative by the year 2030. Pursue a higher emission 

reduction target in the EU, especially as a part of Finland’s EU Presidency.  Promote 

stricter renewable energy and energy efficiency goals when the EU’s nationally 

determined contribution (NDC) is updated. 

32. Draft an ambitious climate plan. Finland’s long term climate plan must be based 

wholly on renewable and sustainable energy. The bioenergy emphasis on the 

strategy must be decreased. Finland’s carbon sinks and storages must be 

strengthened and their protection guaranteed. In this way Finland’s net emissions 

into the atmosphere will be consistently decreased and the goal of negative net 

emissions fulfilled. 

33. Intelligent energy solutions. Move from wasting energy to saving energy. The net 

energy consumption of buildings will be halved by the year 2030. With the help of 

behavioural change, the energy consumption of homes will be reduced by 15 

percent. Draft a renovation plan extending to the year 2050 that includes energy 

 



 

saving measures and an increase in renewable energy for the whole building stock. 

Increase the demand flexibility of electricity and district heating. Enable the 

breakthrough of decentralized renewable energy production. Make traffic 

sustainable. The number of cars using alternative forms of energy, such as electricity 

and bio gas, will be increased to 750 000 by the year 2030. Create a support 

structure for unprotected road users, public transportation and traffic services. 

Driving privately owned cars will be reduced by at least 20 percent by the year 2030. 

Ban the sale of petrol and diesel burning cars with a reasonable transition period. 

34. Break free from fossil fuels. During its term the government will cut the number of 

environmentally harmful subsidies in half. Especially subsidies that encourage fossil 

fuel use and wasting energy will be stopped immediately. An aviation tax will be 

imposed on all flights. Tax money will be directed to promoting low emission public 

transportation, rail transportation and the building of the Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel. Oil 

heating will cease and the transition to heat pumps supported. The use of coal and 

peat will be abandoned by the year 2025. Create a sustainable exit strategy to 

enable the re-employment of peat producers. The drainage of peat soil and swamps 

will be made to require a permit. Investments in the natural gas infrastructure in 

energy production will be ceased and the money flow redirected towards renewable 

energy solutions. 

35. Tighten emission trading, increase climate funding. The number of emission units in 

emission trade will be decreased to a level consistent with climate objectives, and 

superfluous emission units will be invalidated. Together with neighboring countries 

Finland will set a minimum price for carbon, which will lead to low carbon 

development. Return the income from emission allowance auctioning to 

international development cooperation and climate funding. Increase Finland’s 

climate funding to 200 million euros by the year 2020. 

36. Make circular economy more efficient. Put a prize on the emissions from the 

production of materials and make recycling profitable. Give recycled materials a 

better position in the market with legislation and price control. Make it easier for 

recycled materials to move from one country to the next with international trade 

deals. 

37. Take care of biodiversity in Finland. The biodiversity of forests, land and the sea will 

be strengthened by increasing the area of conservation zones and their monitoring. 

Efficiently cut the nutrient load of agriculture to protect the Baltic Sea and to 

decrease eutrophication. Maintain the competence of and sufficient funding for the 

environmental administration. Renew the Mining Act and tighten the environmental 

regulations of mining activities. 

 



 

Part 2 

Well-being is prosperity 

The Feminist Party wants to build a society where everyone has a chance for well-being 

throughout their lifetime. The condition for this well-being is that the human rights and the 

right to health, work and livelihood, residence, education, family, care and safety are 

guaranteed at every level of society. In the feminist approach, well-being isn’t a safety net 

but a tool with which it is possible to build an equal, democratic society without 

discrimination, violence and the exploitation of the environment, people, and animals. 

Well-being produces economic and social equality by giving the individual an autonomic 

position in the society, sufficient resources and something meaningful to do, meaning a 

personal experience of a good life. A genuine involvement in society is what ties us together 

as a community. 

4th goal: A more equal economic policy 

In feminist politics, economy is a tool used first and foremost to guarantee well-being and 

the chance to live a good life for everyone. This economical model is often called welfare 

economy. The basis of this economical model are investments in education and care, 

meaning renewing the culture and knowledge, the progress and human resources of our 

society. As an economic model, the welfare economy is stable, prosperous and sustainable. 

The first step in a journey toward a more feminist economic policy is rethinking the goals of 

economic policies. Our current economic model places an emphasis on the ethos of 

competitiveness and the objective of continuous growth. The preconditions for 

competitiveness are, however, often built on unpaid or underpriced housework and care, 

the new precariousness of work, low-paid work and global inequality. From a feminist 

standpoint, the purpose of economic policy should be the well-being of people and the 

environment in addition to social and ecological sustainability. 

 

In an economy of well-being, the well-being of people is the basis for economic 

development. Investments in well-being have a preventive effect on inequality, social 

problems and malaise. Investments in well-being pay themselves off in due time. They 

advance the health of the citizens and the equality of healthcare, strengthen the capital of 

knowledge and know-how and thus support the cultural and material development of 

society. Investing in well-being ensures that everyone has an equal opportunity to 

participate in society.  

 

 



 

38. A caring economy of well-being. The goals and indicators of economy need to be 

reformed. The basis for economic policy needs to be the effects it has on people and 

the environment as well as social and ecological longevity, rather than economic 

growth and competitiveness. In feminist economic policy, the emphasis is based on 

the ability and responsibility to care. The goal is to build a caring economy, which 

recognises the basic need for care that every person has. 

39. Invest in care. Investing in social infrastructure meaning care, well-being and 

upbringing. There have been budget cuts made to social security, education, early 

childhood education and elderly care in Finland. According to research, investing in 

care is a more effective way out of the economic downturn than budget cuts and the 

traditional investments in building. The euros invested in the care industry employ 

people effectively and bring in taxes to the government. National investments into 

early childhood education and care for the elderly lessen the national deficit in the 

long run more effectively than austerity. Considerable investments in well-being 

services prevent inequality, malaise and social issues and support sustainable 

economic development. Employment increases the financial well-being of care 

workers and the care offered in kindergartens, hospitals or service facilities also 

distributes well-being. 

40. Make unpaid labour visible. The significance of unpaid labour to the economy must 

be recognized and unpaid work taken into account in decision making. In addition, 

we must strive towards advancing the distribution of unpaid labour between men 

and women. Make unpaid labour visible in government accounting and in the gross 

national product by counting the contribution of unpaid work at home to the 

national economy. Without knowledge of the quantity and value of unpaid care 

work, it is impossible to estimate the social and economic impacts and alternative 

costs that follow from transferring activities, such as housework, from the public 

sector to the households. 

41. Increase the appreciation of women majority fields. The underappreciation of 

women’s labour is visible in not only the dismissal of unpaid labour but also in the 

low wages paid in women majority fields and for women majority tasks. Draft a 

programme for increasing the status and appreciation of women majority fields and 

for advancing the equality perspective in the collective bargaining system. 

42. Gender awareness in the budget. Implement gender aware budgeting at every 

phase of the budget estimate and estimate the budget’s gender impact.  In addition 

to individual tax and benefit change estimations, it is important to take the 

cumulative effects of decisions, such as index cuts, into account. A cross-cutting 

gender perspective must also be included in the government platform determining 

 



 

economic and finance policy, in state budgetary framework decisions and in the 

plans for public finances. 

43. Fair tax policies. Progressive taxation and taxing wealth efficiently bridges the 

income differences between genders. In turn, funding the welfare state requires a 

wide tax base. Bring back the tax on wealth and make the progression onunearned 

income tax stricter. Maintain a low consumption tax, and reduce it on gender-based 

special expenditures such as menstrual pads. Make small entrepreneurship easier by 

lifting the lower limit on value-added tax to 30 000 euros. Make corporate income 

tax stricter. Promote the adoption of a common combined corporate tax base and a 

minimum corporate tax rate in the EU. Support the strengthening of the UN’s role in 

cooperation concerning international taxation and the intergovernmental 

negotiations under it, so that all countries have a chance to participate in the 

renovation of the tax system. Advance the transparency of tax payments by 

multinational corporations, which would increase the accountability of corporations 

and prevent aggressive tax planning. Block the loopholes for aggressive tax planning 

and tax evasion in legislation. Tax evasion takes away funds that could be directed 

towards public services supporting equality and welfare. 

5th goal: Right to work, leisure and social security 

A feminist approach to welfare requires a re-thinking of the relation between work and 

private life. We want to build a society where children and parents can spend more time 

together, youth receive more support from adults and everyone has space and time to 

participate actively in social life. At the same time, the way we work is changing. The 

advancement of technology increases creative work and thinking but also generally 

decreases the amount of work done by people. Not everyone is working all the time. 

Society, the labour market and social security must adapt to this change and find new 

models to ensure people’s financial and social security. Everyone, were they employed, 

studying, part-time employed, unemployed or finished with their working life, must have 

the possibility to live a good life with sufficient social and financial livelihood during their 

whole life cycle. 

 

44. Feminist basic income. Gradually introduce basic social security that is paid 

regardless of income level and consists of basic income and benefits granted on need 

basis. The level of basic income should cover the actual cost of living – that is to say, 

it should at least match the highest rate of current basic provisions, namely, the 

guarantee pension which amounts to 785 euros per month. Basic income will be 

taxed away when earnings increase. Basic income replaces all other basic benefits, 

 



 

excluding parental leaves, disability benefits, housing benefit, preventive and 

supplementary social assistance, and their rate is estimated also in the future 

according to the individual need. Parental leaves must be reformed to make them 

more directional, and they will not be included in the model in order to preserve 

their quotas’ directional influence. 

45. Eliminate poverty. In order to reduce poverty and inequality, create a national 

strategy that examines the phenomenon multidisciplinary and takes into account the 

multiple reasons behind poverty-based and inequality-based discrimination. The 

strategy will guide Finland to fulfill obligations to Europe 2020 Strategy and UN 

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development in order to advance those goals. Increase 

the rate of basic social security so that it will cover the actual cost of living. Increase 

the rate of child benefits especially for families with multiple children. 

Deconstruction of mechanisms that cause poverty in families with children is a 

profitable investment in the long term both humanely and economically. 

46. Cut down working time, increase welfare. A good working life policy supports 

accessibility as part of the working life, freedom from discrimination, equal and fair 

salary and security in case of unemployment. We need a more humane labour 

market where there is room for different talents and experiences, and work 

communities that are healthy. Gradually introduce the 6-hour workday model. Work 

should be distributed among many for the sake of equality, public health and 

climate. Reducing working hours allows unpaid housework to be more evenly 

divided and improves the employment opportunities of people with different 

functional abilities. It may also increase the sense of community and decrease 

unemployment, energy consumption and emissions. Increasing ways to combine 

work and leisure supports the ability to deal with workload, and improving the 

well-being of employees increases average retirement age. 

47. Reform employment services. When improving employment and interrupting the 

spiral of unemployment, the priorities are to support people’s mental and physical 

well-being during unemployment and influence the society’s attitudes that 

stigmatize and discriminate the unemployed. Equality, personal support and the 

strengthening of the independent status of the job applicant must form the basis of 

interaction in tackling unemployment. Employment services must be reformed so 

that the job applicant gets every service they need from the same place with low 

threshold regardless of age, origin or the duration of unemployment. Access to the 

services must be sped up and their availability must be improved in all of Finland. 

Increase proactive work so that information, guidance and education services can 

begin already before the unemployment starts. Employees’ access to sick leave and 

rehabilitation must be made easier so that the period of unemployment is not 

 



 

needlessly prolonged. The unemployment benefit must be sufficient, and 

unemployment cannot be a used as a basis for driving down wages and working 

terms. Withdraw the activity model and mitigate the unreasonable waiting periods 

of unemployment benefits. The employment of disabled people must be supported 

and work exploitation must be ceased. 

48. Social security for self-employed. Improve social security and unemployment 

benefit so that the self-employed, such as freelancers and individual entrepreneurs, 

have equal opportunity to unemployment benefit and family formation. 

49. Basic rules for platform economy. Platform economy requires international 

legislation and rules. The rules should be built in a way that the platforms’ profits are 

not collected by passing those expenses and responsibilities on to the employee that 

traditionally belong to the employer. 

50. Improve Youth Guarantee and Hobby Guarantee. Prevent the youth from becoming 

marginalized by directing sufficient resources for the fulfilling of the Youth 

Guarantee. Offer all young people a job, an education or an access to support 

measures that advance rehabilitation or employment and consider the youth’s 

individual needs. Improve young people’s hobby possibilities by increasing 

inexpensive and low threshold science, culture and sport activities. Ensure that 

hobbies are culturally sensitive and non-discriminatory to everyone regardless of 

their gender, background or limitations in functional ability. 

51. Ensure sufficient means of subsistence for students by increasing student allowance 

to the level where it was before the cuts, and bind it to the index. Support students’ 

diverse life situations by withdrawing the decision whereby the student needs to 

take out the full student loan in order to be eligible for social assistance. 

52. Enable lifelong learning. Take into account the changes in working life and economic 

structure – which demand people to learn and update new skills and knowledge – 

and actively search solutions both for funding continuous learning and for building a 

more learning positive Finnish work culture. Introduce an ability guarantee to ensure 

that everyone has a chance to keep up with the digitalization and other 

developments of working life, as well as to adapt to the changing working 

environment. Improve adult education allowance and apprenticeship training to 

ensure continuous learning. 

 

 

 



 

6th goal: Dignified social and health care 

The Feminist Party wants to build a society that ensures adequate and individualised care 

for all people in all life stages. Healthcare client fees, long queue times or distance to a 

doctor’s appointment cannot become obstacles for the realization of good-quality and 

timely care. The Feminist Party sees health as a whole that includes not only mental and 

physical health, but also the right to social support that maintains them. The development 

of inequality and marginalisation must be prevented, and intergenerational social exclusion 

must be decreased by ensuring that the social services have enough resources and that 

initial support can be easily accessed in all life situations.  

 

53. Health belongs to everyone. Remove client fees. Everyone should have access to 

tax-financed health care, medical treatment and dental care. Client fees increase the 

risk of poverty and can be an obstacle for seeking access to services and using them. 

Primary health care’s resources must be strengthened in order to ensure the quality 

and accessibility of services. Offer a chance for the patient to have a personal named 

doctor, when they wish to maintain a holistic and long-term doctor-patient 

relationship due to an illness. Strengthen the care guarantee, ensure access to 

non-urgent doctor’s appointments in less than two weeks everywhere in Finland, 

and make sure that treatment need assessments in primary health care are done 

during the same day. The costs, such as travel expenses, cannot affect municipalities’ 

willingness to send clients to specialized medical care. Intervene in health 

differences caused by inequality by strengthening the access to information about 

maintaining health, healthcare, sexual and reproductive health and good nutrition in 

early childhood education and in school. Increasing understanding about rare 

diseases and their diversity must be improved both in primary health care and social 

and health services. 

54. Health services for people without papers. Everyone has a right to the highest 

physical and mental health achievable. As a human right, the right to health is an 

individual’s right, and not dependant on the individual’s reason of residence in a 

certain country. People without papers should have a legal right to the same 

essential health services and treatment of illnesses that Finnish citizens have. Minors 

should be provided with all the same health care services, and to the same extent, as 

minors that have a municipality of residence in Finland. 

55. Right to a safe childbirth. Ensure competent support for all stages of pregnancy 

regardless of residence. All who give birth should be guaranteed safe medical 

treatment that respects the needs, wishes and legal self-determination of the one 

 



 

giving birth. The right to a safe childbirth should also be ensured for those who live 

far from a maternity hospital. Kela should compensate travel days and overnight 

stays in the hospital to the ones giving birth, so that the expenses do not make them 

postpone going to the hospital. 

56. Dignified living for elderly people. The elderly need more care and home-help 

services that consider their individual needs. Provide more alternative residential 

possibilities, from a person’s own home to assisted living facilities, different forms of 

living together, group homes, and new inventive nursing homes and senior villages. 

Home care should be complemented so that elderly people will receive assistance in 

everyday activities, trips, social evenings and outdoor activities. The amount of 

around-the-clock care should be increased so that the supply is enough to match the 

increasing demand. Define the minimum nurse staffing levels in the law and enhance 

the supervision of care. 

57. Rights for carers.  Secure rights, aid and support for all carers, loved ones, parents of 

children with special needs and also for child relatives. Raise the care allowance, 

increase the amount of carer’s leave and improve the availability of substitute care. 

Secure the carer’s livelihood also during their own period of illness. Guarantee 

transport services to all customer groups in informal home care in accordance with 

the Services and Assistance for the Disabled Act. 

58. The right to a good death. Secure a right to good palliative and hospice care for the 

final stage of life across the country. Ensure early guidelines for care and resources 

for hospice care, and take care that no one has to die without adequate holistic 

hospice care. 

59. Address negligence. Improve supervision mechanisms and intervene more 

effectively in the negligence and failures of the social and health care sector. Breach 

of contract and negligence must result in considerable sanctions or loss of license. 

Negligence of clients and human rights violations must be investigated by legal 

means. 

60. Guarantee individual support for each child. Limit child welfare’s customer numbers 

to 20 clients per employee to ensure good quality and effective child welfare. 

Develop preventive social welfare and low-threshold preventive family services in 

order to lower the pressure on child welfare. Ensure that children in child welfare 

institutions are heard and evaluated. Strengthen child welfare after-care and raise 

the age limit for after care to 25 years. Secure the results of the work done in earlier 

stages of the child welfare process with functional and adequately resourced 

after-care services. The youth must receive after-care support consistently 

regardless of their residence, for as long as they need and without them or their 

loved ones having to ask for it. The welfare and security of children who need special 

 



 

care from the society must be ensured with enough resources, and by securing the 

education and maintenance of professional skills for child welfare employees as well 

as social workers. The research base for child welfare must be improved nationwide 

to ensure better practices and structures. 

61. Fix services for mental health and substance abusers. Secure comprehensive, 

good-quality and low-threshold mental health services and a right for everyone to 

have the first ten (10) hours of psychotherapy free of charge in order to evaluate the 

need for a possible follow-up treatment. Offer free of charge rehabilitation 

psychotherapy for youth that are under 29 years of age. Change the purpose of 

rehabilitation therapy from securing work and study ability to securing functional 

ability, and remove the five-year (5) waiting time between therapy periods. 

Introduce Immediate Access to Therapy and speed up the access to mental health 

care. Build a national mental health and substance abuse program that lasts until the 

year 2030 and covers improving mental health, preventing problems and improving 

services for rehabilitators, family and loved ones. Improving mental health skills 

must be included both in education of children and youth as well as in occupational 

safety and health training , in employee representative training and also in the 

integration training for immigrants. Secure low-threshold substance abuse services 

and access to drug rehabilitation. Educate social and health care staff to recognize 

gendered practices of substance use. Find out how the criminal record of the 

unlawful use of narcotics affects especially the lives of young people, and determine 

the necessary changes to drug legislation. 

62. Intervene in debt problems. Support organizations that offer finance management 

training and that grant debt consolidation guarantees. Prohibit the granting of 

quickie loans with unreasonably large interest rate.  

63. Human dignity for convicts. Make it harder to get involved in crime and easier to get 

out of it. Breaking the circle of crime must be made easier and recidivism must be 

prevented with exit-programs, with functional drug rehabilitation and by securing 

the right to an apartment for released prisoners. Strengthen the rights of children of 

prisoners by improving communication between the child and the parent also in 

closed prisons. Possibilities of communication must also be standardized between 

prisons. The child's best interests and rights must be better recognized in the 

practices of social work and prisons. The child’s need for support must be examined 

when a parent is serving time in prison, and the municipality of residence must offer 

necessary support for the child and the family. Thus the child receives support in 

time and intergenerational social exclusion can be effectively prevented. Supporting 

the parenthood of the convict can also decrease recidivism. The child has a right to a 

parent even when that parent is in prison. 

 



 

 

7th goal: The right to housing and services for all 

The right to affordable housing, essential services and a healthy environment are 

fundamental rights. A feminist perspective to housing and regional policy takes into account 

the different needs of the citizens. That means that the needs of single households, single 

parents, the elderly, children and teens, differently abled people, immigrants, the homeless 

and all other marginalized groups should be taken into consideration equally in housing, 

services and access to those services, transportation and public areas. City planning and 

regional policy are concrete tools with which well-being can be advanced in a way that is 

socially, economically and environmentally sustainable. We want to stop the segregation 

between city centres and suburbs as well as between cities and the countryside.  

 

64. The right to housing belongs to all. Affordable housing is a condition for the 

livelihood of the individual. Build cheap rental apartments for young people, the 

elderly and for people who are in a weak socioeconomic state. Follow the 

‘apartment first’ principle in the prevention of homelessness. Create a program to 

eradicate the growing problem of homeless youths. Increase accessibility in building, 

in both renovations and redevelopment. Only ten percent of apartments in Finland 

are accessible for differently abled people, which isn’t enough to guarantee an 

accessible apartment for all those who need one. The reforms made to housing 

benefits and other kinds of social welfare should take into consideration the new 

models of living, for example shared parenting with divorced couples and people 

who live in shared apartments.  

65. Stop the segregation of areas. Prevent regional segregation of residential areas by 

tieing the prevention of residential segregation into a larger governmental program 

preventing inequality. Raise the percentage of ARA apartments to 30 percent in new 

residential areas. 

66. Redistribute wealth from cities to the countryside. The welfare of the countryside is 

important for the sustainability of societal development. The access to governmental 

services and infrastructure should be equally and equitably guaranteed in the whole 

country.  The development of the countryside should be promoted by strengthening 

telecommunications and public transport, sustaining railroad traffic and supporting 

employers who increase the employment in the countryside. 

 



 

8th goal: Upbringing and education are the keys to equality 

Early childhood education and the school system have a key role in improving equality and 

non-discrimination. A prosperous and equal society is built on the subjective right to receive 

equal and free early childhood education and schooling. A person should have a right to 

receive education and to re-educate themselves at any point in their life. Adult education, 

folk school, additional studies and other education are important opportunities to make 

new career and life choices even after reaching adulthood. Higher education systems should 

be free and accessible for all. The chance to study should not depend on the students 

wealth, health, family situation, origins or functional ability. 

 

67. High quality early childhood education. The subjective right to free daycare should 

be reinstated. Move toward a free early childhood education in all age groups and 

support the growth and development of a child by keeping the group sizes 

adequately small. Secure adequate personnel.  

68. Prevent social exclusion. Supply free pre-primary education for five-year-olds and 

extend compulsory education until the end of secondary education or until the child 

turns 19. Legally regulate the amount of students that a teacher can have in all 

educational institutions. Support education paths, learning how to learn, special 

education and recognising different learning difficulties and underlying factors 

behind social exclusion by strengthening interdisciplinary collaboration between 

schools, social and healthcare workers, children’s services and youth services. Use 

study counselling to support choices that will end segregation in working life and to 

increase career opportunities. Guarantee diverse paths into higher education in 

periods of transition. 

69. Norm-critical upbringing. Strive to strengthen the understanding of the different 

forms of discrimination and give children and young people tools with which they 

can change the structures that uphold societal inequality in schools and in early 

childhood education. Reduce sexual harassment with norm-critical education, stop 

racism from getting a hold in the everyday life of young people and improve the 

study results of boys by dismantling harmful masculinity norms, such as 

anti-education attitudes and low levels of reading. Establish gender-sensitive 

upbringing and education on all levels starting from kindergarten as a way to 

dismantle gender stereotypes and to advance gender diversity. Offer every child 

from early childhood education to secondary education age-appropriate sex 

education that is based on human rights and gender equality. Include mandatory 

courses on gender equality, gender diversity and sexuality in teacher education. 

 



 

70. Guarantee vocational education. Cancel the cutbacks to education and raise the 

funding of vocational education to the levels they were at before the cutbacks. 

Ensure the access to and quality of contact instruction. 

71. Free secondary education. Make secondary education free. Up to date study 

materials can be provided for all students ecologically with a free loaning system. 

72. Free degree-oriented education for all. The tuition imposed upon students coming 

from outside the EU- and ETA-countries should be revoked and the immigrants’ 

chances to stay in Finland should be supported. International students should 

receive a residence permit for the time it will take them to complete their degree, 

and a graduating student should receive a work permit to support them staying in 

Finland.  

9th goal: Independent research and independent universities 

Independent research and the knowledge, education and culture it produces are the 

preconditions of a democratic and open society, and as such they should be seen as having 

intrinsic value. The core funding for research must be on stable grounds, and it can’t be 

subjected to short term economic or political goals. We can’t be sure today what research 

will change the world in the future. The independence of science also requires that 

researchers and university staff can trust in the stability of their position. The Feminist Party 

considers the position of knowledge and research as significant in its own politics as well, 

and especially wants to present knowledge produced by gender studies, which often stays in 

the margins of public discourse. 

 

73. Secure the core funding for research. Increase grants for research and development 

to four percent of the gross national product. Education must have sufficient core 

funding that allows for the fulfillment of the required tasks. The move from 

time-limited project funding to long term programs that continue over terms of 

government needs to be made in Finland. 

74. The conditions for research work must be guaranteed. Fragmented research 

funding can not become an obstacle for the quality of teaching or the independence 

of research. Increase the amount of open-ended employment and secure long term 

research funding, so that competent researchers are not lost to other countries. The 

upper limit of tax free grants should be increased to 30 000 euros. 

75. The autonomy of universities must be strengthened. Bring the university index back 

into use during the next term. The autonomy of universities must be strengthened 

by changing the funding model of the universities. The share of predictable and long 

term funding in overall financing must be increased. The competed share of public 

 



 

funding must not be increased further. The share of research, development and 

innovation funding must be increased to at least 4 percent of the GNP. The 

transparency of strategic funding must be improved. 

10th goal: The intrinsic value of art and culture 

Culture and art have a significant role in building an equal and just society. They help us 

understand life and society in various, enriching and challenging ways. They are close to 

everyday life, they shape society and us as individuals and members of the society. Through 

culture we work on questions about our existence, our relationships and about being 

human. Culture makes stories and experiences visible and creates opportunities for 

identification and self-reflection. This is why everyone must have an equal access to 

high-quality and professional art and culture. Experiencing and taking part in art and culture 

must be possible for everyone, and part of everyday life regardless of residence, 

background, financial situation or functional ability. Publicly funded cultural institutions 

must take equality, norm-criticism, multiplicity and anti-racism into account in the content 

of their activities. 

 

76. Sort out the funding for art and culture. The core funding of art and culture has to 

be long-term and based on the intrinsic value of art, not merely the possible gain it 

produces. Raise the percentage of art and culture to one percent of the total 

expenditure of the state budget by 2023. The proportion of budget funding has to be 

increased in relation to art and culture appropriations financed by the retained 

earnings of the gambling sector. The financial reform of the state’s share system in 

the cultural sector must be finalised with sufficient resources. State share funding 

and festival funding need to be increased to respond to the actual costs in order to 

guarantee a lively and diverse cultural offering. The reform of the compensation 

payment system for private use copying has to be implemented so that the payment 

remains at least as high as it is now. 

77. Make art and culture more accessible. Continue to apply the percent for art and 

culture principle in public sector construction projects, and extend the principle to 

social and health service procurement as well as all municipalities and provinces. 

Improve access to museum collections by promoting the digitisation of reserve 

collections, and by encouraging the use and accessibility of digitised collections. 

Secure the position of arts in primary education, where everyone is reached 

regardless of their background. 

78. Better subsistence for artists. Grants for artists should be raised so that artists are 

more able to make a living from artistic work and can concentrate on doing the work 

 



 

that the grant is meant for. Start an experiment for an artist-alliance model. Instead 

of temporary unemployment, professional freelancers that meet the membership 

criteria for the alliance are given an employment relationship as well as an 

occupational, financial and social safety network by the alliance company. Increase 

the amount of extra artist’s pensions in order to secure the subsistence of large artist 

generations, as well as of artists that have worked outside pension accruing 

employment.  

79. Equality to sports. Improve the situation and visibility of sport for women, girls and 

sexual and gender minorities by allocating more resources to them. Establish an 

interest representative for women’s sport. 

Part 3 

Bridges, not walls 

The Feminist Party wants to build the world based on the principle that right to life, welfare 

and subsistence must be shared with every person in the world. At present, most of 

production takes place in the Global South where work is often marked by inhuman 

conditions, low wages and lacking social security. The global reorganization of work has 

made it possible for the Global North to concentrate on creative work while transferring 

inequalities to the Global South. As long as the world is divided and full of injustice – war 

and poverty, environmental disasters and abuse of power, violence and persecution, torture 

and lack of legal security – there will be people fleeing over state borders in order to find 

refuge and a better life in another country. As members of the global society we are 

responsible for the consequences of global change. We have a responsibility to advance 

human security through peace mediation and supporting of vulnerable countries, through a 

humane migration policy and an adequately funded, long-term development policy. 

11th goal: Build for peace, prevent conflict 

The foreign policy of the Feminist Party strives for global equality, even if it means that we 

should change our lifestyles as well and give up things we take for granted. Feminist foreign 

policy advances global fairness, human security and human rights. It increases the 

participation of women and minorities in society and makes their needs and rights visible in 

the decision making. That is why we propose the following measures for strengthening the 

feminist view point in foreign policy. 

 

80. Peacebuilding to the forefront. Feminist foreign policy gives primacy to 

peacebuilding and crisis prevention, and reacts to challenges by finding out 

 



 

conditions for peace from the grassroots level to the international political 

processes. The involvement of women and people belonging to minorities must be 

improved in the long term by securing sufficient resources for the improvement of 

their position in political decision making, peace negotiations and rebuilding. This is a 

prerequisite for the building of sustainable and peaceful societies. 

81. Strive for an unarmed world. Finland must stop the arms trade with countries that 

violate human rights and not export weapons to conflict-prone regions or countries 

at war. The arms export licences that have already been granted must be 

re-evaluated. Finland must act to prevent military threats, to strengthen arms 

control and to further disarmament. Finland must actively promote the binding 

nature, comprehensiveness and implementation of the international arms trade 

treaty. Finland must take part in the international processes concerning nuclear 

disarmament and non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and join the 

UN’s Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as well as the international 

Convention on Cluster Munitions. Finland should not join NATO, host its military 

exercises or otherwise work closely with NATO. 

82. Bridge the gaps in living standards. The eastern border of Finland is one of the 

steepest gaps in living standards in the world. Within the European Union the steep 

difference in living standards concerns the Roma minorities, and at the EU borders 

the divide can be found at the Mediterranean Sea. Finland must recognize its 

responsibility and actively strive to bridge the gaps in living standards with 

international cooperation, by strengthening the basic and human rights of EU 

citizens, with development cooperation, and by avoiding measures that punish 

people in search for a better life for their poverty. 

83. A Europe of human rights. The Feminist Party wants to make an impact in the 

realization of the fundamental values of the European Union – equality, respect for 

human dignity, freedom, democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights. 

Our goal is a Europe that doesn’t close itself in but opens outward and strives 

towards human, social and ecological sustainability across national borders. 

12th goal: Feminism without borders 

Feminist migration policy strives for a world that is not defined by insurmountable borders 

and excluding walls. Borders create an idea of “us and them”, breed fear against other 

people and are a breeding ground for nationalism and racism. The Feminist Party wants to 

build a world on the principle that Earth belongs to everyone. The search for a safer and 

better life must be the right of all people regardless of their legal, economic or social status. 

 

 



 

84. Safe and legal routes for people in need of protection. Increase safe and legal 

immigration routes by increasing Finland’s embassies in crisis countries and by 

adding the opportunity to apply for asylum in the country of origin, by granting 

humanitarian visas and by making family reunification easier. Work on the EU level 

towards the elimination of the sanctions imposed on airlines for transporting an 

asylum seeker without a visa or residence permit. Raise the refugee quota to 5000 

people by the year 2021 and continue increasing the quota by 1000 people a year. 

85. Strengthen international protection. Bring the residence permit based on 

humanitarian protection back into use. A residence permit can be granted on 

humanitarian protection grounds if the conditions for an asylum or secondary 

protection haven’t been fulfilled, but the applicant can not return to their home 

country due to its bad security situation or an environmental catastrophe. A bad 

security situation can be caused by an armed conflict or a difficult human rights 

situation. 

86. Bring back the temporary residence permit. Implement a temporary residence 

permit for the people who have received a negative asylum decision, but who can 

not be returned to their home country by the authorities due to a lack of travel 

documentation or due to another temporary reason. 

87. No children in detention. Prohibit the detention of children. Ensure sufficient social 

and health services through legislation, as well as sufficient competence for the 

protection of the best interest of the child and the realization of their rights in the 

asylum process. 

88. Guarantee the right to family reunification. Make family reunification easier and 

revoke the tightening of the laws that jeopardize the family reunifiers’ right to a 

family life. The livelihood requirement set for underage family reunifiers shall be 

removed as unreasonable and as clearly against the child’s best interests. Enable 

electronic submission of a family reunification application so that family reunification 

is effectively possible. 

89. Better legal counseling. Bring back the right to a legal counsel during asylum 

interviews for everyone receiving public legal aid and make the appeal period 

equivalent to other administrative decisions in matters concerning international 

protection. Secure the availability of legal counseling and the funding for 

organizations working with asylum seekers. 

90. Improve social integration. Begin integration measures immediately after arriving in 

the country for asylum seekers as well. Strengthen the mental health services 

available to asylum seekers. Speed up the processing of asylum applications. Make it 

easier to work and study during the the asylum process. Secure integration 

education in the asylum seeker’s own language and, in the long term, move towards 

 



 

a multilingual and language aware society to attract skilled labour more widely. 

Strengthen dialogue like integration support that, in addition to teaching Finnish and 

Swedish languages and supporting employment, also more strongly supports the 

building of an identity in a new society for the people who receive residency permits. 

Increase language aware Finnish language services and guidance for people that 

have immigrated. Dismantle segregation by including services directed to people 

that have immigrated in the services directed to the majority population. 

91. Employ people. Abandon the need based consideration on foreign workforce 

coming from outside the EU and the EEA. Improve the recognition of the skills and 

abilities of immigrated people. Improve the comparability of foreign qualifications 

and the recognition of professional competence to improve the employment of 

people that have immigrated. Develop services to support employment, career 

planning and entrepreneurial skills. Create pathways for access to education 

through, among other things, continuing education that takes existing competence 

into account. Lower the language requirements for municipal occupations. 

92. Stop deportations. The deportation of people seeking asylum is not sensible in 

human or economic terms. The EU spends billions on flying people out of the EU 

region. At the same time, people seeking protection have paid almost twice that 

amount to get to Europe. Even though the European countries have continually 

tightened their border control since the beginning of the year 2000, the movement 

of people has only increased. The harder it is to get to Europe, the more dangerous 

situations migrants are put into. Being returned is almost always a tragedy to those 

who are forced to return and a significant number will migrate again. 

13th goal: Sustainable and just development cooperation 

Feminist politics is about global justice. The legacy of Western colonialism is still felt as a 

division between the world’s richest and poorest countries. Of the people living in extreme 

poverty, 70 percent are women. Western countries have produced 80 percent of the 

historical carbon dioxide emissions, but climate change, and the climate migration that 

follows it, affect the poor, women and indigenous populations the hardest. Finland must 

commit to the principles of sustainable development, continue its work as a contributor to 

the Agenda 2030 program and ensure it is implemented with care. Cooperation across 

borders of nations and nationalities is necessary for us to be able to strive for a truly equal 

and just world. 

 

93. Long term development politics. With responsible development politics, conflicts 

can be prevented, welfare can be promoted, and developing countries can be 

 



 

strengthened  despite the legacy of colonialism. Gender equality, the rights of 

women and girls, the prevention of multiple discrimination and the promotion of 

minority rights must be the priorities of Finland’s development policy. 

94. One percent of GDP. Development cooperation funds will be raised to 1 percent of 

the gross national product. At least 0,3% of this sum must be directed to the most 

fragile states. The funding of civil society actors will be raised to fifteen percent of 

Finland’s actual development cooperation. Draft a plan and a timetable for how 

Finland will achieve these goals before the year 2030. 

95. Equality to the development programs. Finland commits to the goal set by EU that 

gender equality must be either a significant part or the main goal in 85 percent of all 

new development programs by the year 2020. 

96. Human rights before and as a condition of trade. Finland must not trade with 

authoritarian countries that trample on human rights. Trade can, however, be a tool 

with which the trade partner is obligated to make significant changes to improve the 

human rights situation. Gender impact assessment, as well as goals related to social 

dimension and equality, must be required of international trade deals. Monitor the 

implementation of trade deals and their factual effects on equality and human rights 

with indicators suitable for this task. 

97. Business responsibility included in the law. Enact a law for the implementation of 

the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights that obligates businesses to 

manage the human rights impact of their activities. Businesses will be required to 

map out the human rights risks of their activities and avoid the occurrence of those 

risks. If human rights abuses happen despite this, the business takes part in rectifying 

the situation. Proportionate sanctions will be enacted for neglecting the duty of care. 

14th goal: Solidarity between species 

The goal of the Feminist Party is a society where there is no exploitation of animals. We 

challenge people’s right, considered self-evident, to rule over and abuse other animals. The 

welfare of animals must not be considered subordinate to human desires and the pursuit of 

economic profit. The intrinsic value of animals – the recognition of which forms the basis of 

the respectful treatment of animals, the eradication of speciesism and the advancement of 

interspecies justice – must be enshrined in law. 

 

98. Strengthen animal rights. Write the intrinsic value of animals into law and establish 

the office of the Animal Rights Commissioner. Ban tie stall barns and farrowing 

crates and secure the best possible fulfillment of natural and species-specific needs, 

such as freedom of movement and stimulating activities, better than before and 

 



 

irrespective of the economic value of the animals. Secure pain free conditions for 

animals. 

99. An end to animal testing and fur farming. Significantly reduce the use of test 

animals by investing in the development and use of alternative methods. Completely 

stop animal tests that cause suffering and set abandoning all animal testing as a long 

term goal. Ban fur farming and support the fur farmers’ efforts to re-educate and 

re-employ themselves. Forbid the transportation of stud animals used in fur farming 

from Finland to other countries. 

100. Support sustainable food production. Favor plant-based products in taxation. 

Direct agricultural subsidies towards ecologically and ethically sustainable plant 

based food production, and abolish subsidies for meat production after a transition 

period. Influence policy on the EU level so that the criteria for the organic label are 

made stricter by taking animal welfare more into consideration, and increase the 

portion of locally produced and organic foodstuff in public purchases. Support the 

transition to climate and animal friendly vegan and vegetarian diets in public 

services. 

 


